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1 Introduction
These guidelines outline Brisbane City Council’s local laws as they relate to election signs. They also explain how the organisation enforces these laws across Brisbane. 

Council is responsible for permitting and regulating outdoor advertising devices in Brisbane. The regulations are set out in the Advertising Devices Local Law 2021 (the local law). The local law is supported by statutory instruments, including the Permitted Advertising Devices Rule (the rule) which outlines the types of signs, requirements and locations for advertising devices that are permitted such as election signs. To the extent of any inconsistencies between the information in this guideline and the rule, the rule prevails.

Compliance and Regulatory Services (CARS) is responsible for ensuring election signs comply with the relevant requirements. All CARS enforcement activities are delivered in line with CARS commitment to a fair, safe and livable Brisbane. In the context of election signs enforcement, this generally means issuing a warning notice for first offences, an infringement notice for second and further offences, and potential prosecution for ongoing non-compliance.

The safety of persons near election signs is always of paramount importance. If an authorised person reasonably believes an election sign constitutes a safety hazard, they will take appropriate and necessary action to remove the hazard.

Initial enquiries about election signs should be made to Council’s Contact Centre on (07) 3403 8888.

The Electoral Act 1992 also regulates the size, quantity and placement of election signs at polling places and early voting (pre-poll) locations for State elections and By-elections. Candidates, registered political parties and other entities must ensure they are familiar with these regulations prior to displaying any signs. Any questions about these regulations should be made to the Electoral Commission Queensland (ECQ) by phone on 1300 881 665 or by email at ecq@ecq.qld.gov.au.

A copy of the Electoral Act 1992 is available at www.legislation.qld.gov.au.

2 Election sign requirements
Elections signs may be installed, erected or displayed without an approval under the local law where the election sign complies with all of the requirements of the rule. Permitted elections signs must comply with the specific requirements for the election sign type as well as the general requirements set out under section 2.9 of this guideline. 
The information provided below is taken from the rule as it applies to election signs. 
2.1 Election signs on footpaths

Election signs on footpaths may be installed, erected or displayed at any time in an election display area provided that: 

1. the election display may include no more than four signs 

2. when calculating the number of signs allowed for the election display, double-sided signs are counted as two signs 

3. other signs or approved displays advocating for a particular cause or issue require written approval from Council unless a custodian of an election display agrees to include them as part of their maximum entitlement 

4. the custodian of the election signs in the election display must never be more than 6 m from any sign in the election display. 
2.2 Election signs in parks or malls

Election signs may not be installed, erected or displayed in or on Council owned or controlled land in a Green space environment and malls at any time (except King George Square to the extent specified elsewhere in this guideline).
2.3 Election signs at polling locations other than City Hall on the Election date (including Pre-polling)

On the election date, election signs may be installed, erected or displayed in an election display area on a footpath outside a polling place provided that:

1. no more than one election display is allowed per registered political party or independent candidate at each entrance to the polling place 

2. other election signs or signs and approved displays advocating for a particular cause or issue require written approval from Council unless a custodian of an election display agrees to include them as part of their maximum entitlement 

3. an election display may include no more than four signs 

4. when calculating the number of signs allowed for the election display, double -sided signs are counted as two signs 

5. the custodian of the election signs in the election display must never be more than 6m from any sign in the election display.

2.4 King George Square specified area

Election signs may be installed, erected or displayed in the King George Square Specified Area for the period that pre-polling occurs at City Hall, provided that: 

1. each registered political party or independent candidate may have no more than four election displays in the King George Square Specified Area 

2. other election signs or signs and approved displays advocating for a particular cause or issue require written approval from Council, unless a custodian of an election display agrees to include them as part of their maximum entitlement 

3. an election display may include no more than four signs 

4. for the election display, double-sided signs are counted as two signs 
5. no election displays are allowed within 6m of the entrance to City Hall 
6. the custodian must always be in a position to visibly supervise the election sign and remain within the King George Square Specified Area

2.5 Mobile vehicle election signs

During the permitted exhibition period, written approval for the display of a mobile vehicle election sign on a vehicle is not required if:

1.  the vehicle displaying the mobile vehicle election sign is lawfully parked 

2. the maximum length of a mobile vehicle election sign is 3.5m 

3. the maximum height of a mobile vehicle election sign is 2m; and 

4. the maximum area of a mobile vehicle election sign is 7m2.

2.6 Election signs including electronic display components

If any of the election signs specified in this guideline contains an electronic display component, then: 

1. the sign must only use static images; and 

2. if the sign is displayed on a motor vehicle, it must not change 

a) while that vehicle is in motion; or 

b) while the vehicle is stationary, at less than eight-second intervals.

2.7 Continuous signage

1. Before the election date, no continuous signage devices may be installed, erected or displayed. 

2. On the election date, continuous signage devices may be installed, erected or displayed at a polling place if the continuous signage devices: 

a) do not constitute a safety hazard 

b) do not obstruct pedestrian or other traffic 

c) are not attached or affixed to any Council infrastructure or asset 

d) are not made from single-use plastic material.
2.8 Private property election signs
1. The proposed location of a private property election sign must be registered with Council before it is installed, erected or displayed. Election signs on private property can be registered using the Election Signs Registration (Private Property) online form, which will be made available on Council’s website following the announcement of an election date.   
2. A private property election sign may be double-faced. A double-faced private property sign is counted as one sign.

3. No face of an election sign must have an area greater than 0.6m². 

4. A private property election sign: 

a) must be installed, erected or displayed in a location that is not a road or other public place 

b) may be installed, erected or displayed no earlier than 28 calendar days before the day of an election 

c) must be removed no later than seven calendar days after the day of an election. 

5. The maximum number of private property election signs that may be installed, erected or displayed by or on behalf of a candidate in an electorate is: 

a) Commonwealth Government Electorate — 150 per candidate 

b) Queensland Government Electorate — 50 per candidate 

c) Local Government Ward — 50 per candidate (such signs may contain the image of the local candidate or the image of the local candidate and a Lord Mayoral candidate) 
d) within the City — 500 per Lord Mayoral candidate. 

A private property election sign installed, erected or displayed contrary to these conditions and removed may not be subsequently installed, erected or displayed on the same or any other site.

2.9 Other requirements for election signs 

Certain requirements apply to all election signs in both public spaces and on private property. The following requirements also apply to election signs. To the extent of any inconsistencies between the requirements in this section and sections 21.-2.8, the specific requirements in sections 2.1-2.8 prevail.
Election signs generally
1. No face of an election sign may be greater than 0.6m2
2. A sign, whether static or handheld, must not in the opinion of an authorised person

a. obstruct pedestrian and other traffic
b. constitute a safety hazard

c. interfere with public infrastructure

3. no sign may be installed, erected or displayed on a median strip or the centre of a roundabout.

Electronic display component signs

1. The electronic display component must be within the size limit of the relevant type of sign and must be no greater than 4m2.

2. The sign must not scroll or have a moving image screen display.

3. The location of the sign must not extend outside the property.

4. There must be no more than one sign per property.

5. The sign must satisfy the requirements of the Advertising Devices Technical Standards that are applicable to the type of electronic display component of the sign at the time the sign commences operation or at the time it is altered to include the low-impact electronic display component.

6. The sign must satisfy all other conditions relating to its classification in addition to these conditions.

Illumination

1. The luminance of an externally or internally illuminated advertising device that is permitted in the relevant City environment must comply with the Advertising Devices Technical Standards that apply at the time it commences operation as either a new sign or an upgraded sign.

2. Where an illuminated advertising device is within 100m of a Residential environment:

a. the maximum luminance of the advertising device must not exceed that for a Residential environment set out in the Advertising Devices Technical Standards that applied at the time the sign commenced operation

b. illumination for the advertising device must be switched off between 10pm and 6am.

3. The provisions of this section are subject to the conditions of approval or conditions of development approval under the Planning Act 2016 (Qld) for a sign. 
Traffic safety 

1. An advertising device must not obstruct the passage of pedestrians or vehicles.

2. An advertising device must not obstruct a pedestrian’s view of traffic, or a motorist’s or cyclist’s view of pedestrians, other traffic, or the road ahead.

3. An advertising device must not be distracting to drivers or cyclists.

4. An advertising device must satisfy all other the requirements in the Advertising Devices Technical Standards.
Structural systems

1. Signs must not be affixed to a structure (including a fence) unless the structure is constructed to withstand the wind and structural loads caused by the sign.

2. The supporting structure of an advertising device must also comply with structural standards or codes under applicable laws in other respects.

3. A certificate of structural adequacy from a qualified structural engineer must be produced if required by Council.

4. No support, fixing, suspension or other system required for the proper installation, erection or display of an advertising device may be exposed, unless designed and constructed in a simple, neat and tidy manner or as an integral feature of an advertising device.

Note: The Building Regulation 2006 (Qld) prescribes that some signs require a development approval from a building certifier before they can be installed, erected or displayed.

Electrical systems

1. All electrical services and systems must comply with the current Standards Australia Wiring Rules and the requirements of the supply authority.

2. All conduits, wiring, switches, or other electrical apparatus installed on an advertising device must be concealed from general view.

3. No electrical equipment may be mounted on an exposed surface.
Maintaining advertising devices

An advertising device (including any ancillary works required as a condition of the original approval) must always be maintained in good order and condition. The obligation continues for as long as the advertising device remains installed, erected or displayed.
3 Enforcement of election signs

The offence of unlawful exhibition of advertisements (including election signs) is created under Section 40 of the local law which states:

A person must not, without approval from Council, install, erect or display an advertising device, other than an advertising device that is a permitted advertising device.

Maximum penalty—50 penalty units.

In broad terms, the enforcement of unlawful advertisements, including election signs, is a graduated and escalating process involving a range of enforcement actions including:

· Community engagement and education.

· Warning infringements for first offences.

· Infringements after second and, potentially, subsequent offences.

· Seizure and confiscation of signs.

· Prosecution of recidivist offenders.

It is the responsibility of each candidate to ensure that all persons assisting with their campaign are aware of the election sign laws and these enforcement guidelines.

The person responsible for the election sign must ensure that the exhibition of the sign is lawful.

If a person exhibiting an election sign for a candidate receives a warning notice for an offence, and another person exhibiting a sign for the same candidate commits a further offence, this offence may be dealt with by way of an infringement notice.
As outlined previously, the safety of the community will always be the primary focus of Council’s election sign enforcement. 
4 Definitions
	Advertising device means a temporary or permanent sign, structure or other device used for advertising including a structure, or part of a building, the primary purpose of which is to support the sign, structure or device but does not include – 

a) an umbrella, marquee or portable shade structure that displays advertising where the umbrella, marquee or portable shade structure is used for the purpose it was designed and manufactured for; or 

b) advertising displayed on a vehicle or vessel where the advertising is not the primary use of the transportation; or 

c) skywriting or sign writing by an aircraft; or 

d) official traffic signs installed in accordance with the Transport Operations (Road Use Management) Act 1995.

	Authorised Person means an appropriately qualified person appointed by Council to exercise the powers and functions of an authorised person under the  local law.

	Candidate in respect of an election sign: 

a) means a person who has become a candidate under section 93(3) of the Electoral Act 1992 (Qld) 

b) includes an elected member or other person who has announced or otherwise indicated an intention to be a candidate in an election.

	City Plan means Brisbane City Plan 2014, as amended from time to time, and any replacement of that planning scheme and associated planning scheme policies for the City of Brisbane.

	Continuous signage devices include bunting, streamers or continuous plastic sheeting. An example of continuous plastic sheeting is a continuous sheet of plastic approximately 600 mm wide on which a series of election signs is printed.

	Custodian in respect of: 

a) an election display, means a person responsible for the election signs in an election display 

b) a pop-up information booth, means a person responsible for the signs at a pop-up information booth.

	Election date means the specified pre-polling or polling day for an election, referendum, or plebiscite.

	Election display means an area of a footpath (or other area on which election signs are permitted) occupied by an election sign or group of signs under the supervision of a custodian and includes any tables and chairs in that area.

	Election sign means a temporary advertising device advocating for or against the election of a candidate or candidates or a registered political party in: 

a) a Commonwealth Government election campaign 

b) a Queensland Government election campaign 

c) a Brisbane City Council election campaign.

Election signs include those with an electronic display component and mobile vehicle election signs. 

Election sign includes a placard being held by a person.

	Electronic display component means part or the whole of an advertising device which uses an image projector, bulbs, LEDs, LCD or similar devices which are used to present content on the advertising device.

	Footway means the part of a road that is designated for, or has as one of its main uses, use by pedestrians.

	Green space environment means land located in the following zones in the City Plan: 
· Conservation zone 

· Environmental management zone 

· Open space zone

· Sport and recreation zone 

· Rural zone.

	King George Square Specified Area means the access laneway immediately in front of City Hall between Adelaide Street and Ann Street and the footpath on Adelaide Street and Ann Street immediately beside City Hall.

	Mobile vehicle election sign means an election sign displayed on a vehicle (including a bicycle) where the display of the election sign is the primary use of the vehicle.

	Moving image screen means the electronic display component of a sign that is capable of displaying animated images similar to a television or movie. It does not include a static image/automatically changing display screen or a scrolling screen.

	Party includes: 

a) a registered political party 

b) a candidate who is not a member of a political party.

	Permitted exhibition period means: 

a) for fixed-term elections, referendums or plebiscites, the period beginning 35 days before the polling date and ending on the date that is seven days after the relevant election date 

b) for non–fixed term elections, the period beginning on the date on which the writ of election is issued and ending on the date that is seven days after the relevant election date.

	Polling place means a location where voting on an election date takes place.

	Registered political party means a political party registered under the Commonwealth Electoral Act 1918, the Electoral Act 1992 or the Local Government Electoral Act 2012.

	Residential environment means land located in the following zones in the City Plan: 

· Tourist accommodation zone

· High density residential zone

· Medium density residential zone

· Low-medium density residential zone

· Character residential zone

· Low density residential zone

· Rural residential zone 

· Emerging community zone.

	Scrolling means the continuous movement of any part of a sign (image or text) across the display face in any direction.
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