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Making Brisbane's lifestyle even better: Lord Mayor
Brisbane is Australia’s lifestyle capital and continues to capture global
attention as one of the best places in the world to live and visit. 

Parks and playgrounds create more to see and do in the suburbs and we’ll be opening Brisbane’s newest park during the September school holidays.

Archerfield Wetlands District Park is being transformed from a wastewater treatment plant to a destination parkland, with an adventure playground at the heart of our transformation.

We’re also progressing our Victoria Park Vision with a new community space open at the Spring Hill Common and a new scooter and cycling track to open in the coming months.

It’s all part of our plan to make living in Brisbane even better.

Adrian Schrinner
Lord Mayor

Better Suburbs Grants now open
The Lord Mayor's Better Suburbs Grants – Community Facility Category is now open for community groups to apply for funds to improve, develop or maintain community-leased facilities.

These grants provide between $10,000 and $200,000 for both the planning and design and construction phases of projects.

The Community Facility Category has one round, which is open now and closing 14 October 2024.

Past recipients used funding to re-roof a clubhouse, upgrade change rooms, replace fencing or for building maintenance. 

Get ready to apply and let's work together to make our neighbourhoods better for everyone.

Go to our website and search 'Lord Mayor’s Better Suburbs Grants'.

Mansfield’s vibrant makeover
Residents can now enjoy the revitalised Aminya Street precinct, as part of our commitment to make Brisbane a city of vibrant neighbourhoods.

Guided by community feedback, the project includes a new realigned footpath, pedestrian refuge and kerb ramps, crossing accessibility upgrades, new garden beds and greenery on a widened verge, 16 new street trees, seating, a new bus shelter and more. 

Aminya Street is the last of 23 Village Precinct Projects, which will now transition to our Better Suburbs – Places and Spaces placemaking program.

[bookmark: _Hlk151632976]Be Prepared for severe weather 
Get your home and family ready for severe weather. Our website has tools and resources available to help with these 5 simple steps to be prepared.

Know your risk for bushfire, storm, heatwave and flood.

Make an emergency plan including talking to your friends and family, preparing your home, making an evacuation plan, printing your plan and putting it in your emergency kit.

Prepare an emergency kit with a radio, medical supplies, important documents and emergency contacts.

Stay informed by visiting our website where you'll find the emergency dashboard and how to register for Brisbane Severe Weather Alert. Also tune to your local radio station for weather warnings and updates.

Stay connected by following Brisbane City Council’s social media and regularly check in with the emergency dashboard on our website.

School holiday fun
We’ve got plenty of boredom-busting, free and affordable activities for all ages these school holidays.

You won’t have to open your wallet for most of our Active and Healthy classes, including mindful yoga for tweens and teens, learn to skate and fun basketball skills and games.

The Planetarium is also a great place to start, with adult entry at kids’ prices for all children’s shows in the Cosmic Skydome.

Our libraries are great spaces for holiday fun, with plenty of free activities including craft, robotics and cartooning workshops. Don't miss Park Play, which is back at Victoria Park with 6 days of free activities. 

Check out all the fantastic school holiday activities listed on our website.

Destination playgrounds
Make the most of Brisbane’s destination playgrounds. Here’s 5 worth the trip:

· D.M. Henderson Park, Macgregor. There’s so much to do! Try the BMX track, pirate ship playground, net climb, fireman's pole, steering wheel, hammocks and flying fox.
· Rocks Riverside Park, Seventeen Mile Rocks. You’ll be surprised at how much there is to do for kids as well as the amount of open space to explore or relax.
· Bradbury Park playscape, Kedron. This spectacular playground has towers, bridges and obstacles, as well as a magical forest.
· Castamore Way Park, Richlands. Check out the new junior playground featuring a tall climbing tower and slide and picnic facilities.
· Colmslie Beach Reserve, Murarrie. An amazing Octopus Garden is still the star feature here, recently updated by the same artist from 30 years ago.

Supporting our local food businesses
We’re working on a plan to bring more coffee carts and food trucks to our local parks, as we make it easier for them to pop up across the city and suburbs.

This will make it even easier for coffee cart and mobile food truck operators, boosting the number of available sites, expanding their reach into different areas and encouraging new operators to set up a business in Brisbane. 

Outdoor dining is an important part of Brisbane’s great lifestyle, taking full advantage of our pleasant weather and our beautiful parks. For more information on our Gourmet Food Trucks Initiative, head to our website, or visit bnefoodtrucks.com.au to find your next delicious meal near you!

5.5 million visits to our free library network
Our libraries are one of the city's best free resources, with 5.5 million visits across our library network in the last financial year.

Library highlights included almost 6,000 early literacy programs delivered to more than 200,000 children, parents and carers.

The Lord Mayor’s Writers in Residence events across the city continued to engage Brisbane readers by bringing in high-profile authors like Matthew Reilly, Richard Osman, Julia Baird, Bryan Brown and Julie Goodwin.

Residents have also been enjoying free library Wi-Fi across Brisbane, with more than 1.1 million sessions since July 2023. With so much going on, if you haven't already, join your local library for free. Find out how at brisbane.qld.gov.au

Upcoming kerbside collection
Kerbside collection is coming to the following suburbs. Make sure you have your large items ready for collection by these dates.

· 8 September: Doolandella, Durack, Inala
Download the free Brisbane Bin and Recycling app for tips on what you can (and can't!) put out for pickup and other ways to reduce waste to landfill.

DID YOU KNOW? 
You can get a green waste bin for less than $1 a week. Give one a whirl today! Visit our website and search ‘green bin’ for more information.

Local news 
SAVE THE DATE!
Pre-sale tickets for the Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Parties will go on sale in early October. This year, there will be 15 shows from 2 to 7 December. Head to our website for more information and for updates on how to purchase tickets to this much-loved celebration.

COMMUNITY SPACES
Did you know that Coopers Plains, Sunnybank Hills, Inala and Mount Ommaney libraries have meeting rooms available for hire? Community groups that aren’t conducting business can hire for free, with competitive rates available for other uses. Go to our website for more information.

PLAYTIME AT THE ARBORETUM
The new nature-inspired play space at Sherwood Arboretum is now complete and ready for action. Located under the sprawling fig trees, the play space encourages children with different abilities to have fun exploring nature. It’s all part of plans for the Sherwood Arboretum’s 100th birthday in 2025.

Brisbane Metro route coming soon
Come October, Brisbane Metro vehicles will start servicing the 169 route between Eight Mile Plains and UQ Lakes. This is the first chance you’ll have to ride our electric metros, the future of Brisbane’s public transport. 

Metro vehicles can comfortably carry 150 passengers, increasing the capacity of the popular route by around 7,300 passengers each weekday.

UQ students and visitors are already enjoying the benefits of Brisbane Metro infrastructure works, with better pedestrian and cyclist connections and reduced queuing time for buses at the recently upgraded UQ Lakes bus station.

We’re committed to providing reliable and sustainable public transport to keep our growing city moving.

Better and safer Brisbane roads
We’re planning a range of work to make Brisbane roads safer including:

· investing over the next 12 months to improve intersections in Tingalpa, Eight Mile Plains, Tarragindi, Coorparoo, Kelvin Grove and Wavell Heights
· upgrading 2 black spot locations, with funding from the Australian Government, in Nundah and Cannon Hill 
· delivering new and improved turning lanes in Virginia
· continuing other improvement works throughout the year in all corners of the city.

The major Moggill Road Corridor Upgrade project is also nearing completion, expected to be open to residents in the coming months. Work is also progressing at the major northside corridor Beams Road Upgrade project.

Brisbane International Cycle Park opening soon
Whether you’re inclined to inline skate or prefer to cycle on asphalt, the new Brisbane International Cycle Park has it all. 

Nestled in the heart of Murarrie, the modern 2-storey clubhouse will be home to the Balmoral Cycling Club, TRACTION for Young People and Speed Zone. The park also includes a Union Cycliste Internationale standard 1,484-metre road cycling course with a smaller 1,170-metre loop, a 500-metre inline skating track, and an upgraded car park. We're also upgrading the existing track to a multi-purpose track for recreational users.

Cyclists and pedestrians can safely and seamlessly access cycling connections to Brisbane’s extensive bikeway network. For more information, search ‘cycle park’ on our website.

What’s On - Citywide
BRISBANE SERENADES, UNTIL 21 SEPTEMBER, FREE
Various locations 
Attend incredible outdoor concerts taking place around the city's gorgeous open spaces, gardens, parks and rivers, and experience an array of diverse talents across traditional and modern genres. brisbanefestival.com.au

WRITE YOUR HEART OUT, UNTIL 29 SEPTEMBER, FREE
Museum of Brisbane, Brisbane City
Love is in the air at the Museum of Brisbane this spring. Inspired by Trent Dalton’s Love Stories, you're invited to share tales of first, enduring, or lost love in a pop-up writing experience. museumofbrisbane.com.au

EMERGENCY SERVICES EXPO, 12 OCTOBER, FREE
7th Brigade Park, Chermside
Come along to the third annual Brisbane Emergency Services Expo as part of Get Ready Queensland Week and learn from experts about how to be prepared for severe weather and disaster events. brisbane.qld.gov.au

BRISBANE FESTIVAL LIGHTSCAPE, UNTIL 12 OCTOBER, VARIOUS PRICES
City Botanic Gardens, Brisbane City
A multisensory phenomenon of light, colour and sound, with breathtaking installations created by acclaimed local and international artists. Don't miss this one-of-a-kind experience. brisbanefestival.com.au

OUTDOOR GALLERY – PARADISE GLOSS, UNTIL 3 NOVEMBER, FREE
Various locations
Explore our newest Outdoor Gallery exhibition curated by Laura Brinin, Paradise Gloss. Check our website for the chance to join in free art and craft activities. brisbane.qld.gov.au

NIGHT FEAST, 16 OCTOBER – 10 NOVEMBER, VARIOUS PRICES
Brisbane Powerhouse, New Farm
Brisbane's highly anticipated creative and culinary spectacular returns for 2024 at Council's Brisbane Powerhouse. Indulge in a month-long celebration of Brisbane’s best food and art scene. nightfeast.com.au

What’s on – Regional
STRENGTH, MOBILITY AND BALANCE, FREE, GOLD
9 September, 9.30–10.30am, King Street Park, Kuraby
Build your strength, stamina, balance and coordination. To book, text 0401 386 273. 
 
AQUA AEROBICS, POOL ENTRY, GOLD  
9 September, 11.30am–12.30pm, Jindalee Pool, Jindalee
Moderate impact whole-body workout. Suitable for seniors. brisbane.qld.gov.au
 
NIGHT WRITERS WRITING GROUP, FREE 
11 September, 6–8.15pm, Mt Ommaney Library
Bring your stories and connect with other writers. brisbane.qld.gov.au
 
ENGLISH CONVERSATION GROUP, FREE, 5-12 YRS    
12 September, 11am–12 noon, Coopers Plains Library
Make new friends while improving your English language skills. brisbane.qld.gov.au

FUN SOCCER FOR KIDS, FREE, GOLD’N’KIDS
19 September, 9.30–10.30am, Yeronga Memorial Park
Join in this fun soccer class specifically designed for children. To book, visit gingersport.com.au
 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME IN THE PARK, FREE, UNDER 5 YRS
19 September, 10.30–11am, Pallara Park, Pallara
Experience the magic of storytime with your child. brisbane.qld.gov.au
 
TWILIGHT WALK, FREE, OVER 18 YRS 
25 September, 4.30–6pm, Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre, Karawatha
Join a guided forest walk and explore the bushland. To book, visit eventbrite.com.au
 
AMAZING ECO ART RACE, $6, 7-17 YRS   
26 September, 10am–12 noon Karawatha Forest Discovery Centre, Karawatha
Explore different creative activities focussing on the environment. To book, visit bazilgrumble.com
 
LEARN TO SKATE, FREE, 6-19 YRS  
29 September, 9–10.30am, D. J. Sherrington Park, Inala
Free skateboarding lessons for all skill levels. To book, email seqskateboardcoaching@gmail.com
 
Free green waste drop-off weekends
We’re making it even easier to get rid of garden waste by bringing back our free green waste recycling weekends in 2024.

Make time this spring to get your garden in shape and prepare your home for severe weather by raking up leaves and twigs, and clearing the gutters, before dropping off the green waste at your local resource recovery centre on these weekends:
· 14–15 September
· 12–13 October
· 9–10 November.

Acceptable green waste includes grass clippings, palm fronds, weeds, shrub and tree prunings, loose bark and leaves.

You can also order one of our green waste bins for less than $1 a week to keep your green waste under control year-round. Visit our website to place your order.

Join the Platy Project
We’re committed to protecting our waterways for all species and are continuing our collaboration with the Australian Conservation Foundation to back the Platy Project.

You can take part in this special initiative to help protect local platypuses and support conservation efforts by bringing your family and friends to your local waterway to spot platypuses and report your findings.

Visit platy-project.acf.org.au and use the map to guide you where to look.

KEEN TO BE THE FIRST TO RIDE A METRO?
We’re giving away 20 double passes to ride the Brisbane Metro before services officially start on a special trip from UQ Lakes station on Sunday 29 September. 

To enter, visit our website and search ‘Living in Brisbane competition’.

Entries close at 5pm on Monday 23 September 2024. Don’t miss out!



Brisbane City Council acknowledges this Country and its Traditional Custodians. We pay our respects to the Elders, those who have passed into the dreaming; those here today; those of tomorrow.

Brisbane City Council 
GPO Box 1434 
Brisbane Qld 4001 
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